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25 August 1964 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LEVINSON 

Subject: Bay of Tonkin Attack, -4-5 August 1964 


1. Question: Why were alert preparations for PIERCE 

ARROW strike so late in being taken on 
board TICONDEROGA? 

Answer: Task Group 77.5 was already on alert status 

as result of PT boat attacks on DES0T6 
destroyers. 

Detailed planning for the specific targets 
could not be initiated until the CINCPACFLT 
preparatory order was received. 

It is noted that the time of receipt 
{042055Z) of CINCPACFLT message 042014Z 
(Prepartory order) followed by only six 
minutes the JCS strike execute message to 
CINCPAC which was transmitted by direct 
teletype from NMCC to CINCPAC Command Center 
at 042049Z. 

2. Question: Why was CONSTELLATION told not to execute 

the strike until directed to do so? 

Answer: Telephone conversations between Admiral 

Sharp and General Burchinal at 042040Z, 
042123Z, 042139Z indicate the strike would 
not be launched until the second attack on 
MADDOX was confirmed. 


\l C4 
\o ' ' 


cor" :.ivi i.iwiM! 


A telephone conversation between Admiral 
Sharp and General Burchinal at 042207Z 
indicates SECDEF is satisfied that MADDOX 
attack is valid and the strike has been 
ordered. In this same conversation Admiral 
Sharp said, "OK, I'm going to tell CINCPACFLT 
to go. " 
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3. Question: When was first word of the second attack 

on MADDOX received in Pentagon? When and 
by what means were Secretary McNamara and 
General Wheeler notified of this attack? 

Answer: Official logs of DIA • Indications Center 

reveal the following: 

First word of 2nd MADDOX incident received 
by DIA Indications Center at 08l4 EDT (I2l4z) 
in form of telephone call from NSA. While 
NSA still on phone, a copy of NSA field unit 
message arrived in DIA Indications Center 
via SSO cable channels. 

Xerox copies were given immediately to 
Col. Charles F. Glllis, Chief of Current 
Intelligence and Indications Center, DIA, 
who dispatched an officer courier immediately 
to disseminate same to following in order 
listed: 

M/General Taylor, DIA 
Chairman, JCS 
Director, Joint Staff 
Secretary of Defense 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
General Carroll, DIA 
ISA 

The DIA courier advises that the entire run 
of the above offices requires approximately 
15 minutes. Allowing for Xerox reproduction 
time, it is estimated that copies of the 
alerting message were delivered to the 
Chairman and Secretary sometime between 
0830 and 0900 EDT 4 Aug 64. 



li 'Commander, USN 
Military Secretary 


2 

COP' 7 Mil LiBW 



Li ' 


3 . Question: 


Where was USS TICONDEROOA at the time TJSS MADDOX 
established new radar contact with two unidentified 
surface vessels and three unidentified aircraft 
(Event 2)? 


Answer: Approximately 100 nautical ‘ miles ENE of Da Nang 

4. Question: When did USS CONSTELLATION leave Hong Kong? 

Who ordered it to move and to wh ere was it 
sent? / grT, o &. ? ; 2 y ~rf 


Answer: 


5. Question 


Answer: 


At 020919Z COMSEVENTHFLT directpd^CTG 77.6 to 
make all preparations to get underway but to 
take no action which woul^6attse public 
speculation. At 030125Z'"CTG 77.6 submitted a 
movement repo rt f_o i» TO 77.6 to depart Hong Kong 
.^ 0 40001% >. At <Hl44aa CINCPACFLT ordered TO 77.6 
to Join TO 77 as soon asj >ossible. 

When were the Rules of Engagement issued to the 
destroyers on the DESOTA Patrol? What were the 
Rules of Engagement? 

They were issued by JCS 7700 DTO 041433Z which 
was released by SECDEF at 041420Z. 

The Rules of E n gag em ent were: 

".... a. Move the CONSTELLATION into the 
area of South Vietnam, exact location at your 
discretion. 

b. Closest approach to the North Vietnam 
coastline for the DESOTA Patrol will be 11 
nautical miles. 

c. In the event of hostile attack against 
our forces, aircraft only are authorized to 
pursue and attack the hostile forces up to the 
3 nautical mile limit of the North Vietnamese 
coastline. ..." 
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